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INFOVIHTAL / HIV LIFE CYCLE

When HIV infects a CD4 T lymphocyte, it uses this 
cell to create hundreds of new copies of itself. 
Diverse drugs block the different stages of the life 
(or reproduction) cycle of HIV.

STAGES OF THE HIV 
REPRODUCTIVE CYCLE:

 HIV binds to the surface of a CD4 T lymphocyte.

 HIV proteins and enzymes are released into the cell.

 HIV RNA is transformed into DNA through reverse transcriptase.

 Integrase makes it possible for HIV DNA to be incorporated 
 into cellular DNA.

 Protease cuts and assembles new HIV particles.

 Each cell generates hundreds of new HIV particles.
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