
How does 
it spread?

Skin-to-skin 
contact

Skin-to-skin 
contact

Semen and 
vaginal fluids

What 
symptoms does 
it produce?

Painful sores at 
the site of 
infection 
(in 40% of cases 
there are no 
symptoms)

Non-painful 
swellings around 
the genitals or 
buttocks 
(often without 
symptoms)

 
Vaginal 
secretions. 
Burning or pain 
upon urinating. 
Painful sexual 
relations 

How is it 
diagnosed?

Blood test or 
a sample taken 
with a cotton 
bud 

Diagnosis usually 
involves visual 
inspection of the 
lesions. 
Follow-up may 
involve anal or 
vaginal smear 
tests 

Analysis of a 
sample taken with 
a cotton bud 

When is 
the test done?

The results of the 
sample taken with the 
cotton bud are reliable 
12 days after the 
exposure to risk and 
the results of the blood 
test 3 months after. 

Upon the 
appearance 
of the symptoms 
described

From 4 to 28 days 
after the exposure 
to risk    

How is it 
treated?

Not curable but 
some medicines 
improve the 
symptoms of 
outbreaks 

Visible warts 
may be treated. 
Over 80% of 
genital warts get 
better on their 
own within 24 
months after 
appearance 

Cured with 
medicines

When do 
the symptoms 
appear?

If they do appear, 
this occurs from 
2 to 21 days after 
the exposure 
to risk

If they do appear, 
this occurs from 1 
to 8 months  after 
the exposure 
to risk 

From 4 to 28 days 
after the exposure 
to risk 

Effectiveness 
of condom

Bad 

Bad.
There is a 
vaccination 
that prevents 
infection 
caused by 
some types of 
the virus

Good
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INGLÉS

Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs)
are diseases that can be passed from one person 
to another through sexual relations 
(including oral sex)

GENITAL HERPES

GENITAL WARTS (HUMAN PAPILLOMAVIRUS)

TRICHOMONIASIS


